[Search for tuberculosis in patients with the respiratory symptoms in four hospitals of Bogotá D.C].
To identify individuals with the respiratory symptoms who receive different medical services in third level hospitals of Bogotá D.C. for early diagnosis of Tuberculosis. An active search for individuals with Tuberculosis respiratory symptoms through promotion and prevention activities was realized utilizing a format for obtaining social, demographic and clinical data. 566 samples of sputum from 354 individuals with respiratory symptoms were investigated in four Bogota hospitals. By means of positive smear and bacillus culture the tuberculosis patients were detected. The gender distribution was 39 % male and 61 % female, with an average age of 57,4 years. 48,5 % had respiratory symptoms for more than two months, 53,3 % presented BCG scar, 50 % belonged to socioeconomic level 2 and 72,8 % had an education level equal to or less than basic elementary school. The percentage detected by positive smear was of 3,67 % and by positive smear and/or culture was of 4,2 %. 11 cases of Mycobacterium tuberculosis and 2 cases of non tuberculosis mycobacterium were found. The majority of patients with tuberculosis belonged to the masculine gender, presented coughing symptoms and expectoration greater than two months and 54,5 % had BCG vaccination. The active search patients with the respiratory symptoms detected cases of patients with positive smear, a source of contamination among the population, which facilitates the anti-tuberculosis therapy applying the DOTS strategy. The success of tuberculosis control will depend on government policies that follow the OMS recommendations.